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Opportunity

FFAR Leverages Private Funds for Public Good



OUR MISSION

We build unique partnerships to support 
innovative science addressing today’s food and 

agriculture challenges.



How We Work

Private-Public
Partnerships

We build unique partnerships to 
support innovative science addressing 

today’s food and agriculture 
challenges.

$385M $385M+
FFAR

Investment
Non-Federal 

Match

FFAR also brings together diverse 
groups that might not otherwise 
collaborate to solve big challenges
...the FFAR model delivers - and doubles 
the taxpayer's investment.

“

”
-Bob Stallman
Past President, American Farm Bureau Federation
Current FFAR Board Member



FFAR Industry and Foundation Partners



FFAR Delivers Actionable Results for Farmers



• 6-7 billion male layer chicks are culled 
annually

• Male chick culling creates animal welfare 
concerns

• The value of wasted US eggs is more than 
$440 million annually

• Producers spend $70+ million in labor and 
energy to incubate and sex those eggs

The Egg-Tech 
Challenge



Egg-Tech Prize

Overview

The Prize is a $6M investment by FFAR and Open Philanthropy to 
develop a technology solution that can accurately and rapidly determine 
an egg’s sex as early as possible in the egg production process.



Phase I: Seed Funding
Six finalists selected from 21 entries from 10 countries

Prize awards $2 million in seed funding

$400,000 award

$396,762 award

$315,7370 award

$400,000 award

$251,459 award

$400,000 award



Phase II: 
Prize Competition

• One anticipated award of 
~$4,500,000

• First window for application 
consideration: Spring 2021

• Winner will be selected in 
2021. 



Phase II: Prize Competition

Phase II criteria is available on the FFAR website at: 
https://foundationfar.org/egg-tech-prize/

Criteria:

Potential to 
Use Male Eggs

Accuracy Economic 
Feasibility

Throughput 
and Size

Hatchability
Test Result 

Speed

https://foundationfar.org/egg-tech-prize/


SMART Broiler Research Initiative
• Animal welfare assessments rely 

on human observation and 
subjective scoring

• FFAR and McDonald's 
Corporation are offering $4 
million for research supporting 
automated monitoring tools that 
quantitatively assess key animal 
welfare indicators in broiler 
chickens



Turkey Arthritis Reovirus (TARV)
TARV is a harmful poultry virus 

70 percent of US turkey flocks are infected
The Reovirus has been reported in all turkey producing states



Questions?

Dr. Tim Kurt
FFAR Scientific Program Director

tkurt@foundationfar.org

Sarah Goldberg
FFAR Director of Communications and Legislative Affairs

sgoldberg@foundationfar.org

www.foundationfar.org ●@FoundationFAR
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